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GENERAL PUN OF THE INSTITUTION. 

f. Vwr.— The \\r,i t-C'irNisr C-ji.l-m.. 

II. Oi.iKcr.-Tnr. iii-ri-R.viL <vi.riv\n.i\ „t Chimm- <st, Enoi.imi Liter a- 

T"llE..-0 : i:w melius, sli ■ C i: i-.-s- " ,, : , , r.. it , = Itenfn, w .l I,, m M ir acm^iM,. t n Eu- 
ropean* : and or, t'.e „:],-.,■ hi.i I, f-, L . K ,,- 1,=, I ,„,*„.,..„., wi .„ i;, : „j,, ;li , |i Il?r;!t , lre Bni , spicrice 
wiMl,e uil- t---MV.. t .-',- l-T-'Jii,: « -u i »-.,. -v., ,v S l l- : .i-.-*e. Tl.,se nation* are,' 
China, Cocliw-Clir.i. ik- rhi-jc- (V-mie* h t!i- E.ntem \Hiijn.la.in. Un-ch ki, I orea and 
Japin. TI.. Mili; ia..,r.i^. ..:, I f.:r.i-G i ,_'cs li.erat :r-, ^:.er*L, are ind oiled as subor- 
ornate ohjerts. 

III. Wmi \3v.snr,-.« t:e: Ch.i.pbk Pi.or..^ to .\rr.nsn t-i 8Trnr\Ts — 1 The 
Co le«e i« frr .ished *.:l. :, , eMe^iw Li:,rm of Ejropf,,,. Chinese, Mala., and Eastern 
work* in. sener.'-J. Tn- -k.m :»,, „: E .r . »..,., P.„.„w„-s „f ,h L . Chine*- l !inK ua K e, and 
ern«iveC-iinMet!n.r*. Tie E , •■„ ..-.» i>,.>^s:,r< .vii! he ProSe.Mants._3. A fund will 
be for ne-1 f.ir the .n.intcii t. o ' :, .-, ■ s, , I .,;„. ._,. T , l: .,,.„ „, s , , , l . iK |[itf ^.^ 
lu^DRRewil be taught, f.,.- s-i m p..,.,:,,-., as iti L > St id-iit< c'low to asinl,- it — to religion* 
to literature or to con ..iT.-e.-l. T.i rutive St ..fen.,. the E ,^is!, I,u.;.n. re will be taught 
geography, Astronomv, h.,ror., -norv.I yWtxn^y. an-f ohris.hn theolosv tw.d such other 
branc-.es o: lea nnj or«pie-:i-e. a* ti im mil rircii.n^unwK mar a! ov.— fj. There is at the 
atati'in an E-i^ish, Cl.inese. and Ma av P n -« » hich lite, an .Indents nnv avail thenrnelre* 
of. And it ■■■at-mlet U ti^itev. to .or -. a Huanictl G»r ten in connexion" with the ColWe 
to collect an ;er o:.e \ iew the rr-.pieal plants of :he E »*,ter;> Archipelago. ° ' 

, IV. St-deststo re »i>vitf.».- Persons from an> rmioh in Europe, or from Ame- 
rica ; persons o'.an. Chn-iian ro-ii.ujuion. brinjin; with them proper testi .onials oftheir.no- 
ral habits, and of the object the; hate i-i vie* : persons f.oa European or other universities 
bavin* iraveTm? fellowships; ,,„«„,„ he , ,.,,,;„, , < Wneroia , Companies . and ng B ' 

taebed to the MtiblUhnt-nts of th, OT.cial Representatives of Foreign Nations, who wish to 
Wneae^ni.te.1 with Hie Cl.i-ie« la V ..- e , wi || „, «d ni.te I.— \lso native vouths, be- 
kngugto Lh.iw. and its r.iVrarv kin^ms, or to am of the isl-vids or countries around, who 
«therwportthe.n*lTes,or4re«i 1 i L „r;ei b,- c in-riai, anrielie*, or by private gentlemen, 
who wish to serve them, b.v uivinc them the meang of obtaining a knowledge of the element. 

•fEng-lMBhteratnre, will be admitted. 
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Before reporting the proceedings of another 
vear we feel it a dutv, although a painful one, to no- 
tice in the Report of the Anglo-Chinese College, the 
death of its President and Founder, The Rev. Ro- 
bert Morrison D D: F. A. S; M. R. A. 8. &c. &c. 
This event took place at Canton, at 10 o'clock on 
Friday night, August 1st. 1834. 

In giving a brief view of the life of our departed 
President, we very much regret, we had not that 
presowit acquaintance with so eminent a character 
which could enable us to <p^ak of him from experi- 
mental knowledge, instead of being confined to a few 
extracts from It tiers received from our deseased friend 
and brother, in the course of our correspondence 
with him. 

J n addition to these, however, we will avail our- 
selves of extracts from the Anglo- Chinese Repository, 
under the impression that the limited circulation of 
that work will not -afford to every friend of the Anglo- 
Chinese College, an opportunity of seeing, even a short 
account of the life and actions of one, who must, though 
dead, still live in their hearts/ 

It is with feelings of heart felt grief, the departure 

A 
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of this eminent servant of God is noticed. Pain and 
weariness had lnni his constant portion for many 
days, the ivmiU m part, of his multiplied labors and 
liis early habits: y{ the aijouncement came almost 
as though lit-- had been cut down at onee to the graw. 
Flis farming debility and prostration of strength, du- 
ring the pa>t and present summers had forew a rned 
him that the doe of U\> earthly labors was near; but 
iio derisive symptoms of immediate danger alarmed 
his friends, u\[ the day, and almost, the hour of his 
dissolution. 

The disease v. hi eh Inn! preyed on his frame had 
unobserved !y nviermined hi* constitution, and. ir- 
n-ated probably by exposure to rain and h"at on hi?? 
passa;.v front Xlw. a. - i to Canton, ivmo\ed him, as in 
h nion-i'ijt. fro'i; eariii to heaven. After his arrival at 
Canton about :, v.eek previous to ids decease, he left 
bis house !mM.Ui') oi three times, though he continued 
to attend to his oiHriid duties, almost to the day of 
his death. "\\ hile suffering great weakness and pain, 
his mind watt graciously kept clear and calm ; his 
hope in the Lord whom lie had served, was steadfast; 
and his faith in the words of scripture, which he of- 
ten repeated, was firm to the last. A few hours be- 
fore his death, he was engaged in fervent prayer to 
God for himself, that his faith might not fail ; for his- 
absent family that they might be provided for and 
blessed, for the College which he had Founded and part- 
ly supported, that the Lord would raise up others in 
his stead ; and for the Chinese mission, in general, 
that double grace might rest on his younger brethren, 
and success attend their work. While means wer* 
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devi-in:: for his return to Macao, on the morrow, an 
; ,,rlier release was, by the All-wise God, destined 
}■„:■ his faithful servant: tint niii'ht he was gently re 
iiir.vwl from tin* ill-* of lit**, from sorrow and pain, and 
taken to the bosom of his adorable Kedeemer. The 
next dav at evening hi- body was carried from his 
house in Canton to the river-side, followed by Lord 
■.Viuier and the resident Foreigners. From thence. 
■„t.'nd».dl)ylnseld.Mso,iM:-. J.m-i R'.bert Morrison 
■•nd a few of his trieud*. it «as conveyed to Macao, 
where it Mas interred on the fifth. The hurial was at- 
i ended l,v all the iorei-n irentlemen of that plare and a 
♦..« native Portugese. The service of the Episcopal 
f l.uivh was read on the occasion by the U-v. Edwin 
>;ev-iis. seaman's Chaplain in the port of Canton. 

\\Y m.jiini i» him the loss of a pood man, who 
Ins ™,r,i out his life in labours for the pood of his 
usuitecouiiirvof China and the world. We mourn 
the loss of a man of stern intesrrilx, and public spirit, 
Si tried and faithfnl friend, and more than all, the 
li,M and most experienced of Protestant. Missiona- 
ry to China. But the Church of God and the friends 
of the Gospel which he served during life, are not 
alone in their re-rets for his departure. It was not, 
however, his disposition to seek, nor his lot to gain 
the favour of the world, farther than it was secured 
l,v his uniform good will, his undoubted integrity, and 
his indispeusible usefulness. His talents and great 
industry need no eulogy from partial friendship; for 
his works praise him. In extent of knowledge he 
was undoubtedly the first Chinese Scholar living; in 
efforts to make this language known to foreigners 



«■"■■ ii - u . . l i ■ * "<*~*'*^~*~''~*'^^m^*mmmmmmmmmimmmiKBl 



and chiefly to the English he has done more than 
any other man living or dead; and in making known 
our holy religion to the Chinese, no one lias done more. 
He li\ed to see all the chief objects on which were 
spenl his labours and life either accomplished or in 
the way of accomplishment, and was then taken 
away; his plans were completed, though his da>s 
were not toll. The termination of his earthlv course 
naturally suggests that we cast a glance at the begin- 
ning and progress of the race which this departed 
sen suit of the Lord has run. It may and it must 
encourage a similar spirit in others, who are depen- 
ding on God and the talents which he has given them, 
to behold the very successful course of one, who in 
early life was unknown and nn patronised as themselves. 
Robert Morrison was of Scottish descent, but born 
at Morpeth in the noith of England, on the 5th of 
January, 1 782. He was blessed with pious parents 
who early instilled into his mind the principles of 
that religion which was his guide and joy in life, 
and his hope and comfort in death. It was not 
however, till he had nearly attained his sixteenth year, 
that his mind became deeply impressed with religi- 
ons sentiments, which led him to reading, medita- 
tion and prayer. After -alarming convictions of his 
sin and fear of the wrath to come, he was gently 
led by the Holy Spirit to rest his soul in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. He then found inexpressible happi- 
ness from committing to memory daily one or more 
sentences of the scriptures/ so early did the all-wise 
God, foreseeing in him the future translator of the 
Bible, into the most dlficuit language ou earth, begin 
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by this bias to prepare him to relish that holy but 
laborious task. He united himself with the Scottish 
Church in the year 1708. From this time he seems 
to have been constantly animated with that uncon- 
querable spirit which raised him above many early 
difficulties, and characterized his subsequent life. 
About two years after his conversion to the Lord, 
prominent marks of the genuineness of that change 
began to appear. He felt springing up in his heart 
new and ardent desires to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and promote the best interests of his fellow-men. 
These desires, he indulged till they became a part of 
his existence, ripening into a design so fixed that 
neither the dissuasions of friends nor the impossibility 
of marking out any definite way of its accomplish- 
ment, could divert him from his purpose. In order 
to be useful, he saw it was necessary first to gain 
knowledge; for this purpose, about the year 1801, 
he placed himself under the private instruction of 
the Rev. Mr. Laidler, of Newcastle, to acquire the 
Latin language, with whom he continued fourteen 
months. In the beginning of 1803, he was remov- 
ed to the College at Hoxton on the north of, London, 
where he spent a year and a half assiduously pursu- 
ing his studies. At this time, the first desire of his 
heart which had long been concealed from others 
and had scarcely been owned to himself, was declar- 
ed ; this was to become a Missionary of the Gospel. 

The thought ever dwelt on his mind ; he endeavour- 
ed to weigh every side of the question ; proposed it 
to his friends but they pressed him to stay with them; 
his father wept and prayed over him, unwilling to 
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part with him, yet afraid lest he -was doing wrong 
in opposing his departure. Robert was his young- 
est child, the joy and rejoicing of his heart, "and he 
lived to see him honoured among the churches of 
Christ. After the death of his Mother, Roberl obtain- 
ed his father's consent to his wishes. Accordingly he 
now determined in the strength of the Lord to surren- 
der himself to his service, as a Missionary to the hea- 
then, was accepted by the London Missionary Socie- 
ty, and in 1H04 at the age of twenty-two, was remov- 
ed to their Theological Academy at Gosport. There 
he continued under the instructions of that eminent ser- 
vant of God, the Rev. D. Botgetill 1807, when he was 
ordained as a Missionary to China. Many and Many an 
age had the Millions of this Empire appeared on the 
stage of life, and groped their dark and cheerless way 
down to the gates of death, -having no hope, and 
without God in the world. Generation after ge- 
neration had risen, flourished, and passed away quite 
unknown to the western world. But the spirit of 
primitive Missions was returning to the western 
Churches, and enlightened Christians could not rest 
satisfied while the divine revelation was held from 
the greatest of nations. The benevolent spirits of that 
day, who projected this Mission, and most of whom 
now rest from their labours, did not suffer the gener- 
al ignorance respecting Christ, nor the prevalent pre, 
judices against Missionaries, to divert them from their 
purpose, till they had succeeded in planting their 
representative in Canton. 

On the 31st of January, 1807, the Rev. Robert 
Morrison embarked for Chin* by way of America, 
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Tvhere he stayed twenty days, and then re-embarked 
in the American Ship Trident for Canton. Ou the 
4th. of September he reached Macao, but had no 
sooner landed than he was ordered away by the Por- 
i i^uese, through Papistical jealousy. He was there- 
fore, compelled to go to Canton at once, and from 
•a letter of recommendation, was immediately received 
into the Factory of Messrs Milner and Bull of New 
York. I] *re lie studied day and night at the Chinese 
language, hut having' little help from teachers or 
books, with success not proportionate to his toil. At 
the nose of 1808 he was with all the British, obliged to 
go to Macao, in consequence of the arrival of troops 
from Bengal. For fifteen months he had lived in 
the most retired manner more like a recluse than the 
Sawour's first Ambassador to three hundred millions 
of his fellow creatures, \et during this time he was si- 
lently studying the language, and preparing himself 
to enter upon that gigantic task, in the performance 
of which he shone so conspicuous as a Christian and a 
scholar, which he was spared to complete, and which 
will tend to immortalize his name, even when time 
fehall be no longer. 

From the commencement of 1809, his circum- 
stances were materially changed; on the 20th of Fe- 
bruary, he was married to Miss Mary Morton, el- 
dest daughter of John Morton, Esq. The same day 
he accepted the appointment of translator to the East 
India Company, as assistant to Sir E. T. Staunton, 
to whom he had been introduced by a letter from Sir 
Joseph Banks. This arrangement secured for him a 
permanent residence in China, contributed to'his own 
pecuniary support, and enabled him to devise liberal 
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things for charitable objects and public institutions. 
Henceforward his life and actions have been so pub- 
lic that little remains unknown, and withal so even 
and uniform as scarcely to leave any other marks of 
the lapse of time, than those made by some domestic 
occurrence or the publication of some new woik. 

In his public capacity as connected with the E. 1. 
Company, he e\er sustained the character of an able 
and faithful translator. The duties were at first ex- 
tremely oppressive, owing to his own imperfect know- 
ledge of the language, and his want of confidence in 
the native assistants. The perplexing hours spent in 
his new duties were not relieved till further acquain- 
tance with the language taught him that their inter- 
course was mutually intelligible. He was early the 
only translator, and during twenty hve years till the 
late expiration of the company's Charter, he held 
this station. Twenty-three years he was in actual 
service, in which time, amidst the occurrence of innu- 
merable difficulties and collisions, he has sometimes 
been the only means of communication with the Chi- 
nese Government, when property and, life were at 
stake. In the embassy of Lord Amherst to Peking 
in JBIG. Mr. Morrison was attached to the suite as 
one of the translators, in which duties he bore the 
principal part. And on the recent arrival of Lord 
IS a pier in China as chief British superintendent, he 
accepted the appointment of Chinese Secretary and in 
terpreter under his Lordship. It was in the dis- 
charge of those new duties that he went to Canton, 
to. die on the, spot which had been the scene of his 
most important labours. 



iniftfcfni'* fnrtriih mm Tmc^..!.. ■■.... ■. ,ir»- .. 



13 

In the department of letters, the name of Morrison 
is extensively known. From the time when in his 
youth, he sat down in the British Museum to copy 
a "Harmony of the Gospels in Chinese, till the 
day of his death, it may almost literally be said, 
the study of the language was his prime object. 
In the study, or on a journey, on land, or wa- 
ter he scarcely remitted this attention. While we 
grieve at the loss of a revered friend, we must feel 
an almost ihsuppressihle regret, that such long accum- 
ulating knowledge in m> difficult a language is to be of 
no more avail to the world. But thanks be to God, it is 
not all lost. We have left to us in his Dictionary, the 
results of mauv years of toil; and to the Chinese, a mora 
imperishable memorial in the version of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. When Dr. Morrison began to study this language 
it is said there was but one Englishman who under- 
stood it. Many men doubted the possibility of ac- 
quiring it, and its rapacity for expressing the truths 
of the Christian religion. Having no Grammar, and 
but a partial copy of a manuscript Latin dictionary, 
he commenced the task. Experience of the want of 
aids in learning the Chinese, doubtless confirmed him 
in the design speedily to prepare facilities for future 
students. His great work in this department is his 
English aniL ; Chinese dictionary; not indeed as a 
speciiiten oLfierfect lexicography, but an astonishing 
proof of ability and industry, and as all later students 
know, eminently useful. Besides the dictionary, . 
Dr. Morrison published several minor philological 
works. His Grammar of the Chinese language was 
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finished r t ? early a* 181 1. There is also a volume of 
Chinese and English dialogues: View ot Qhina for 
|»!iiloloiri«.al purpose: with several minor works, and 
lastly, in i *2o\ a vocabulary of the Canton dialect in 
two lolnmcxi. These various works procured him the 
esteem of lrarncd men, and the reputation of a !>;>iu'fac- 
t-r.- of mankind. The university of Glasgow in 1817. 
gratuitously conferred upon hiin the degree of Doc- 
tor in. Divinity. He was aNo a fellow of the Koyai 
Society, member of the Royal Asiatic Socieiv &cc. &r. 
It hardly need be mentioned here, that, the Anglo- 
Chinese College ones its origin to Dr. Morrison, 
who at firsi devoted £ 1000 to it, and gave£ 100 an- 
nually for the first five \ears from its commencement. 
He was subsequently, till the ibiy or his death, a libe- 
ral contributor i<> its funds. 

Though the picss was Dr. M.irri*on's chief instru- 
ment for dhfusing the knowledge of Christianity, yet 
he did not confine himself to that alone. From first 
to last he maintained in his own house on the sab- 
bath, divine worship in the Chinese language. 
Long before the arrival of the Company's Chap- 
lain in China, he performed one service in English, 
and two -in Chinese e\ery sabbath dav: the latter he 
never omitted, but the former has been more limited 
and occasional during late years. On the last sab- 
bath before his death he was peculiarly animated 
and solemn in his exhortations to his native audience, 
that they should give heed to the repeated instruc- 
tion* they had received, as if, and as it proved, they 
were to hear them no more. In singing, his favorite 
devotional exercise, he sung with them the hymn 
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■vhirji he had prepared and translated a few veeeks 
previous beginning with. 

" Jesus, lover of my soul," 
" Let me to tiiv bosom flv &e. s ' 
rii^s ended the lab us of one. wh ) lived for the 
benefit of mankind. Much more might be said of 
such an useful eminent character, but his indispen- 
ble usefulness, his extraordinary tilenNas a linguist, 
his indefatigable industry as a Servant of God need 
no eulogy from man : — His works will immortalize 
his name and praise him in the g ites. Whilst there- 
fore, we regret the lo>s of our departed friend, let u-* 
bless God that so eminent a light was permitted to 
burn so long, and that so useful a man was spire. I 
to accomplish so much; let us also strive to live a* 
this good man lived, that we inav quit t!ie staare of 
life iu the same peaceable and exemplary manner, and 
that we may follow him to the happy world above, f >r 
we need not an angel from heaven to assure us that he 
hath receiveed admission into the realms of glory; a 
long life of usefulness, faith and love, and a cheerful 
obedience to the divine will, leaves no' room to doubt 
that he hath entered into the joy of his Lord, for, 
" where 1 am, saith Jesus, there shall also my ser- 
vant be/' 



